
 
 

A Day of Market Drama: The SPX's Rollercoaster Ride - March 27, 2025 

 

 

The Morning: Whispers of Uncertainty 

As the market opened, a palpable tension hung in the air. The early hours were like a suspense thriller, with 
stocks skulking in the shadows. The S&P 500 (SPX) moved hesitantly, trapped below key technical levels, 
suggesting a market unsure of its next move. The NYSE Volume of Declining Stocks (VOLD) ratio screamed 
caution, painting a picture of widespread selling pressure that seemed to grip traders with a cold, nervous 
embrace. 

The Turning Point: Dramatic Breakout 

Then, at precisely 14:45, everything changed. 

It was as if someone had flipped a switch. The market transformed from a timid creature into a roaring lion. The 
SPX burst through its previous constraints, leaping above the Volume Weighted Average Price (VWAP) and 
breaking free from its earlier consolidation. The Advance-Decline (ADD) line surged dramatically, signaling a 
sudden and powerful shift in market sentiment. 

This wasn't just a minor movement—it was a full-blown market revolution. Traders who had been sitting on the 
sidelines suddenly found themselves scrambling to catch the upward momentum. The Bollinger Bands expanded 
like a deep breath, indicating the market's increasing volatility and excitement. 

The Uptrend: Not All Glitters is Gold 

But here's where the story gets interesting. While the SPX climbed confidently, not everything was as perfect as it 
seemed. The VOLD ratio, though improving, remained stubbornly negative. This suggested that while the 
headline index was rising, it was being propelled by a select group of stocks—a narrow path to progress. 



 
 

The TICK chart danced around zero, showing a market in constant negotiation between buying and selling 
pressures. It was like watching a high-stakes poker game where neither side was willing to completely fold. 

The Finale: Whispers of Caution 

As the trading day approached its conclusion, the initial euphoria began to wane. The market's momentum 
started to soften. The SPX touched the upper Bollinger Band and then retreated slightly, a potential warning sign 
of overbought conditions. 

The Volatility Index (VIX) told its own intriguing subplot. A morning spike of market fear had given way to 
relative calm, but the earlier tremor hadn't been entirely forgotten. 

The Takeaway: A Complex Narrative 

This wasn't a simple story of triumph or defeat. It was a nuanced tale of market dynamics—a day where an 
impressive uptrend coexisted with underlying uncertainties. The Advanced True Range (ATR) chart's declining 
volatility suggested the market was catching its breath, perhaps preparing for its next move. 

For traders and investors, it was a day that demanded attention, adaptability, and a keen eye for the subtle shifts 
beneath the surface. 

Moral of the Story: In the market, as in life, things are rarely as straightforward as they first appear. 

 

90 Minute Analysis 

Let's break down the SPX chart with Bollinger Bands and see what insights we can glean about the potential 
direction of the market. 

Analysis of the SPX Chart with Bollinger Bands: 

 Recent Price Action: The chart shows a strong upward trend from around 14:45 to 15:40. Prices broke 
above the upper Bollinger Band, indicating a period of overbought conditions or strong bullish 
momentum. 

 Bollinger Bands: The Bollinger Bands are widening, which suggests increasing volatility. The upper 
band is acting as resistance, and the price is currently testing it. 

 VWAP (Orange Line): The VWAP (Volume Weighted Average Price) is below the current price, 
indicating that the average buyer is in a profitable position. This supports the bullish sentiment. 

 ATR Stop Loss Line (Black Line): The ATR Stop Loss line is also trending upwards, trailing the price 
action. This shows that the market is respecting the recent volatility and maintaining a bullish bias. 

 Pullback: We are seeing a slight pullback from the recent high at 15:40. This could be a temporary 
retracement before another move higher, or it could signal a potential reversal. 

Possible Scenarios for the Rest of the Trading Day: 

1. Continued Bullish Momentum: 
o If the price manages to hold above the upper Bollinger Band or quickly resumes its upward 

trajectory after the pullback, we could see further gains. 
o A break above the recent high of 5,728.25 could trigger more buying. 
o The VWAP supporting the price action suggests that buyers are still in control. 



 
 

2. Consolidation or Sideways Movement: 
o The pullback could lead to a period of consolidation, where the price trades within a range 

between the upper Bollinger Band and the middle band (20-period moving average, not 
explicitly shown but implied). 

o This would allow the market to digest the recent gains and establish a new equilibrium. 
3. Potential Reversal: 

o If the price breaks below the middle Bollinger Band and the ATR Stop Loss line, it could signal 
a potential reversal. 

o A break below the VWAP would further weaken the bullish case. 
o Increased volatility, as indicated by the widening Bollinger Bands, could lead to a sharper 

decline. 

Key Factors to Watch: 

 Volume: Increased volume on the upside would support the bullish scenario, while increased volume on 
the downside would favor a reversal. 

 News and Economic Data: Any unexpected news or economic releases could significantly impact the 
market. 

 Other Indicators: We need to consider the other charts you'll be providing (VOLD, ADD, TICK, ATR, 
VIX) to get a more comprehensive picture of the market's overall health and potential direction. 

Initial Conclusion: 

Based on the SPX chart alone, the market is showing strong bullish momentum, but the recent pullback warrants 
caution. The next move will likely depend on whether the price can hold above the upper Bollinger Band and the 
VWAP. 

Analysis of the NYSE VOLD Ratio Chart: 

 Predominantly Negative Values: The chart shows that the VOLD ratio has been predominantly negative 
throughout the trading session. This indicates that there has been more volume in declining stocks than 
in advancing stocks for most of the day. 

 Recent Improvement: However, we can observe a significant improvement in the VOLD ratio towards 
the end of the chart, particularly after 15:40. The ratio is rising, suggesting an increase in volume in 
advancing stocks. 

 Ratio at 1.13:1: The current ratio is 1.13:1, which is positive. This means that there is more volume in 
advancing stocks than declining stocks at this moment. 

Interpretation and Implications: 

 Conflicting Signals: The VOLD ratio initially painted a bearish picture, indicating selling pressure. 
However, the recent positive turn suggests a potential shift in sentiment. 

 Confirmation of SPX Pullback: The initial negative VOLD ratio aligns with the pullback observed in the 
SPX chart around 15:40. This suggests that the pullback might have been driven by increased selling 
pressure. 

 Potential Bullish Reversal: The positive VOLD ratio at the end of the chart could be a signal of a bullish 
reversal. The increased volume in advancing stocks suggests that buyers are stepping in and potentially 
driving the market higher. 

 Divergence with SPX: While the SPX chart showed a slight pullback, the VOLD ratio is showing a 
positive divergence, indicating that the underlying market breadth might be stronger than the SPX chart 
suggests. 

 



 
 

How This Impacts the Rest of the Trading Day: 

 Potential for Continued Recovery: The positive VOLD ratio supports the idea that the pullback in the 
SPX chart might be temporary. If the VOLD ratio continues to rise or remains positive, we could see the 
SPX recover and potentially make new highs. 

 Confirmation of Bullish Momentum: If the VOLD ratio remains positive, it would confirm the bullish 
momentum suggested by the SPX chart's upward trend. 

 Need for Confirmation: It's important to note that the positive VOLD ratio is a recent development. We 
need to see if this trend continues to confirm a sustained bullish move. 

Analysis of the ADD Chart: 

 Initial Negative Values: The chart starts with negative ADD values, indicating that there were more 
declining stocks than advancing stocks in the early part of the trading session. This aligns with the 
negative VOLD ratio we saw earlier. 

 Significant Improvement: We can observe a significant improvement in the ADD values after 14:50. The 
ADD line turns positive and continues to climb, indicating a shift towards more advancing stocks. 

 Positive ADD Value: The current ADD value is 268.27, which is positive and substantial. This confirms 
that there are significantly more advancing stocks than declining stocks at this point in the trading day. 

 Confirmation of VOLD Signal: The positive ADD value reinforces the bullish signal we saw in the VOLD 
ratio chart. Both indicators are showing a strong increase in advancing stocks relative to declining 
stocks. 

 Momentum Slowing: While still positive, the ADD line appears to be flattening slightly at the end of the 
chart. This could indicate that the momentum of advancing stocks is slowing down. 

Interpretation and Implications: 

 Strong Market Breadth: The positive ADD value confirms strong market breadth, indicating that the 
recent rally is supported by a large number of stocks participating. 

 Bullish Signal: The positive ADD value, combined with the positive VOLD ratio, provides a strong 
bullish signal. It suggests that the market is experiencing broad-based buying interest. 

 Potential for Continued Gains: The strong market breadth supports the idea that the SPX could continue 
its upward trend. 

 Need for Confirmation: The slight flattening of the ADD line warrants caution. We need to see if the 
momentum picks up again or if it continues to slow down. 

How This Impacts the Rest of the Trading Day: 

 Bullish Bias: The ADD chart reinforces the bullish bias suggested by the VOLD ratio and the SPX chart. 

 Potential for New Highs: The strong market breadth increases the likelihood of the SPX making new 
highs. 

 Importance of Monitoring Momentum: It's crucial to monitor the ADD line for any further signs of 
slowing momentum. A sustained flattening or a turn back into negative territory could signal a potential 
reversal. 

Analysis of the TICK Chart: 

 Volatility: The TICK chart shows significant volatility with rapid swings between positive and negative 
values. This indicates that the market is experiencing short-term fluctuations in buying and selling 
pressure. 

 



 
 

 Positive TICK Spikes: We can observe several instances where the TICK spikes into positive territory, 
indicating strong buying pressure at those moments. These spikes often coincide with the upward 
movements we saw in the SPX chart. 

 Negative TICK Spikes: Similarly, there are periods where the TICK dips into negative territory, 
indicating strong selling pressure. These dips seem to correlate with the pullbacks or consolidation 
phases in the SPX. 

 Average TICK (Yellow Line): The average TICK line helps to smooth out the volatility and provide a 
clearer picture of the overall trend. We can see that the average TICK has generally been trending 
upwards, suggesting that buying pressure has been dominant for most of the trading session. 

 Recent Negative Turn: However, at the very end of the chart, we see a sharp drop in the TICK and the 
average TICK turning negative. This indicates a sudden increase in selling pressure. 

Interpretation and Implications: 

 Short-Term Confirmation: The positive TICK spikes confirm the buying pressure observed in the ADD 
and VOLD charts. They indicate that the rallies are being driven by actual buying activity. 

 Short-Term Reversal Signal: The recent sharp drop in the TICK and the negative turn of the average 
TICK is a potential short-term reversal signal. It suggests that the buying pressure has subsided and 
selling pressure is taking over. 

 Cautionary Note: The TICK chart's volatility highlights the importance of not relying solely on short-
term indicators. While it can provide valuable insights into immediate buying and selling pressure, it 
can also generate false signals due to its sensitivity. 

How This Impacts the Rest of the Trading Day: 

 Potential for Further Pullback: The recent negative turn in the TICK suggests that the pullback in the 
SPX chart could continue. 

 Importance of Monitoring TICK: It's crucial to monitor the TICK chart closely for any further signs of 
selling pressure. A sustained negative TICK would confirm the reversal signal and suggest a potential 
move lower. 

 Confirmation Needed: We need to see if the TICK can recover and turn positive again to confirm the 
bullish bias suggested by the ADD and VOLD charts. 

Analysis of the 5-Minute ATR Chart: 

 Initial High Volatility: The chart starts with relatively high ATR values, indicating significant volatility 
in the early part of the trading session. This aligns with the volatile price action we saw in the SPX chart. 

 Decreasing Volatility: We can observe a general trend of decreasing volatility as the trading session 
progresses. The ATR values are declining, suggesting that the market is becoming less volatile. 

 Low ATR Value: The current ATR value is 7.13, which is relatively low compared to the earlier values. 
This indicates that the market is currently experiencing low volatility. 

 Recent Downward Trend: The ATR has been in a downward trend for the past few periods, suggesting 
that volatility has been consistently decreasing. 

Interpretation and Implications: 

 Reduced Risk: The decreasing ATR and the current low value indicate that the market is currently 
experiencing reduced risk. This could make it more attractive for traders to enter or hold positions. 

 Potential for Range-Bound Trading: Low volatility often leads to range-bound trading, where prices 
move within a relatively narrow range. 

 Potential for Breakout: However, low volatility can also precede a breakout. A period of consolidation 
with low volatility can set the stage for a significant price move in either direction. 



 
 

 Confirmation of TICK Signal: The decreasing volatility aligns with the recent negative turn in the TICK 
chart. Decreasing volatility can sometimes occur during a pullback or consolidation phase. 

How This Impacts the Rest of the Trading Day: 

 Cautious Trading: The low volatility suggests that traders should be cautious and avoid taking overly 
aggressive positions. 

 Potential for Consolidation: The market could enter a period of consolidation, with prices trading within 
a range. 

 Monitoring for Breakout: Traders should closely monitor the market for any signs of a potential 
breakout. A sudden increase in volatility could signal a significant price move. 

 Reduced Stop Loss Distances: With lower volatility, traders might consider tightening their stop-loss 
orders to reflect the reduced price fluctuations. 

Analysis of the VIX Chart: 

 Initial Low VIX: The chart starts with relatively low VIX values, indicating low expected volatility in the 
early part of the trading session. 

 Sharp VIX Spike: We observe a significant spike in the VIX around 8:00 AM to 9:00 AM. This indicates a 
sudden increase in expected volatility, likely triggered by market uncertainty or fear. 

 Rapid VIX Decline: Following the spike, the VIX drops sharply and continues to decline for the rest of 
the trading session. This suggests that the market's fear or uncertainty has subsided and expected 
volatility is decreasing. 

 Current Low VIX: The VIX closes the trading session at a low value of 18.07. This indicates that the 
market is currently expecting low volatility in the coming 30 days. 

 50-Period Moving Average (Red Line): The 50-period moving average of the VIX is around 18.46, which 
is slightly above the current VIX value. This suggests that the current VIX is below its recent average, 
indicating a period of relatively low volatility. 

Interpretation and Implications: 

 Reduced Fear: The low VIX value indicates that the market is experiencing reduced fear or uncertainty. 
This aligns with the decreasing ATR we observed earlier. 

 Bullish Sentiment: A low VIX is often associated with bullish market sentiment, as investors are less 
concerned about potential market declines. 

 Potential for Complacency: However, a very low VIX can also lead to complacency, where investors 
underestimate the potential for market volatility. 

 Contrarian Indicator: The VIX is often used as a contrarian indicator. When the VIX is low, it can suggest 
that the market is overbought and due for a correction. 

How This Impacts the Rest of the Trading Day: 

 Continued Low Volatility Expectations: The low VIX suggests that the market expects continued low 
volatility in the coming days. 

 Bullish Bias: The low VIX supports the bullish bias suggested by the ADD and VOLD charts. 

 Potential for Pullback: However, the low VIX also warrants caution. A sudden increase in the VIX could 
signal a potential pullback or correction. 

 Monitoring for VIX Spike: It's crucial to monitor the VIX for any signs of a potential spike. An 
unexpected increase in the VIX could indicate a shift in market sentiment and potentially lead to 
increased volatility. 

 



 
 

 

Overall Summary and Market Outlook: 

Based on the analysis of all six charts, here's a summary of the market's current state and a potential outlook for 
the rest of the trading day: 

 Bullish Momentum: The ADD and VOLD charts indicate strong market breadth and bullish sentiment. 

 Short-Term Pullback: The TICK chart suggests a potential short-term pullback due to recent selling 
pressure. 

 Decreasing Volatility: The 5-minute ATR and VIX charts indicate decreasing volatility and low expected 
volatility in the coming days. 

 Potential for Consolidation: The market could enter a period of consolidation as it digests the recent 
gains. 

 Cautious Optimism: While the overall outlook is bullish, traders should be cautious due to the potential 
for a pullback and the low VIX, which can lead to complacency. 

 Monitoring for Key Indicators: It's crucial to monitor the TICK, ATR, and VIX for any signs of a potential 
reversal or increased volatility. 

In conclusion, the market is showing bullish signs but with a potential for a short-term pullback. The low 
volatility suggests a period of consolidation or range-bound trading. Traders should remain cautious and monitor 
key indicators for any signs of a shift in market sentiment. 

End of day analysis 

Here's a breakdown of the trading day's trends based on the indicators: 

Overall Trend: 

 Uptrend: The chart clearly shows an overall uptrend throughout the trading day. Prices are moving 
from the lower left to the upper right. 

Key Observations: 

 Early Downtrend/Consolidation: The day starts with a slight downtrend or consolidation period. The 
price is below the VWAP (orange line) and the ATR Stop Loss line (black line) and within the lower 
Bollinger Bands. 

 Strong Breakout: Around 14:45, there's a significant breakout. The price rapidly moves above the VWAP 
and ATR Stop Loss line, signaling a change in momentum. 

 Expansion of Bollinger Bands: As the price rises, the Bollinger Bands expand, indicating increasing 
volatility during the uptrend. 

 Price Above VWAP: Throughout the uptrend, the price remains consistently above the VWAP, 
confirming the bullish momentum. 

 ATR Stop Loss Following Price: The ATR Stop Loss line follows the price closely, suggesting a strong 
trend and providing a dynamic trailing stop level. 

 Late Consolidation/Possible Reversal: Towards the end of the day (around 15:45-15:55), we see some 
consolidation and a slight pullback. The price touches the upper Bollinger Band and then moves slightly 
below it, which could be a sign of potential overbought conditions or a possible reversal. 

 Volume (Inferred): While volume isn't explicitly shown, the strong price movement suggests increased 
volume during the breakout and uptrend, which is typical for a strong trend. 

 



 
 

 

Trend Analysis: 

 Early Bearish Sentiment: The initial period indicates some bearish sentiment or consolidation, with 
prices below the VWAP and ATR Stop Loss. 

 Bullish Breakout and Trend Confirmation: The breakout around 14:45 marks a significant shift to a 
strong bullish trend. The price convincingly moves above key levels and is supported by the VWAP and 
ATR Stop Loss. 

 Late Trend Weakness: The consolidation and slight pullback towards the end suggest a possible 
weakening of the uptrend. 

Potential Trading Implications: 

 Long Opportunities: The breakout around 14:45 would have presented a good long entry opportunity. 

 Trailing Stops: The ATR Stop Loss line could be used to set trailing stops to protect profits during the 
uptrend. 

 Caution Towards the End: The late consolidation and possible overbought conditions suggest caution 
for new long positions and the potential for a pullback. 

In summary, the SPX chart shows a strong uptrend throughout the majority of the trading day, following an 
initial period of consolidation. The Bollinger Bands, VWAP, and ATR Stop Loss line all provide valuable insights 
into the trend's strength and potential turning points. 

Let's analyze the chart in the context of the SPX chart we just reviewed. 

NYSE VOLD Ratio Chart Analysis: 

 Overall Trend: The chart shows a generally negative VOLD ratio for the majority of the trading day. This 
indicates that the volume of declining stocks was higher than the volume of advancing stocks. 

 Early Strong Negative: The chart starts with a very strong negative VOLD ratio, suggesting significant 
selling pressure at the beginning of the trading day. 

 Improvement but Still Negative: From around 14:45 onwards, the VOLD ratio starts to improve, moving 
towards zero. However, it remains negative for the most part, indicating that while selling pressure 
lessened, it didn't completely disappear. 

 Late Day Increase: There is a noticeable increase in the VOLD ratio towards the end of the day, moving 
closer to zero. 

 Ratio Level: The ratio stays below the zero line for the majority of the day. 

Relationship to SPX Chart: 

 Early Correlation: The early strong negative VOLD ratio corresponds to the initial downtrend or 
consolidation period we observed in the SPX chart. This reinforces the idea of selling pressure at the start 
of the day. 

 Divergence During Uptrend: The SPX chart showed a strong uptrend starting around 14:45. However, 
the VOLD ratio, while improving, remained negative. This suggests that while the overall market (SPX) 
was rising, the breadth (as measured by VOLD) was not fully confirming the strength of the move. This 
could indicate that the uptrend was driven by a smaller number of stocks, or that there was still 
significant underlying selling pressure. 

 Late Day Correlation: The slight increase in the VOLD ratio towards zero coincides with the 
consolidation/possible reversal we saw in the SPX chart. 



 
 

 

Interpretation and Potential Implications: 

 Caution During Uptrend: The negative VOLD ratio during the SPX uptrend suggests caution. While the 
SPX was rising, the lack of broad participation (more declining volume than advancing) could indicate a 
less sustainable uptrend. 

 Confirmation of Early Weakness: The strong negative VOLD ratio at the start of the day confirms the 
early weakness observed in the SPX chart. 

 Possible Underlying Weakness: Even with the SPX's upward movement, the persistent negative VOLD 
ratio could be a sign of underlying weakness in the broader market. 

In summary, the NYSE VOLD Ratio chart reveals a generally negative market breadth for the trading day, despite 
the SPX's uptrend. This suggests that the uptrend might have been driven by a narrower segment of the market 
and that underlying selling pressure persisted. 

Let's analyze the ADD chart you've provided. 

ADD Chart Analysis: 

 Overall Trend: The ADD chart shows a generally upward trend throughout the trading day, although 
with some significant fluctuations. 

 Early Downtrend/Negative Values: The chart starts with a significant drop into negative values, 
indicating a period where declining stocks significantly outnumbered advancing stocks. 

 Rapid Shift to Positive: Around 14:45, there's a sharp and rapid shift from negative to positive values. 
This indicates a strong surge in advancing stocks relative to declining stocks. 

 Continued Positive Trend: From 14:45 onwards, the ADD chart maintains a generally positive trend, 
with some periods of consolidation or slight pullbacks. 

 Late Day Pullback: Towards the end of the day (around 15:45-15:55), there's a noticeable pullback in the 
ADD chart, though it remains in positive territory. 

 Stepped Pattern: The chart has a distinct "stepped" pattern, which is typical of ADD charts and reflects 
the discrete nature of stock price movements. 

Relationship to Previous Charts: 

 Correlation with SPX: The ADD chart's overall upward trend correlates with the SPX's uptrend. The 
sharp shift to positive values around 14:45 aligns with the breakout observed in the SPX chart. 

 Correlation with VOLD: The early negative values in the ADD chart correspond to the negative VOLD 
ratio at the beginning of the day. The shift to positive values aligns with the VOLD ratio's improvement, 
although the VOLD remained mostly negative. 

 Divergence: The VOLD chart remained mostly negative, while the ADD chart went positive. This could 
mean that even though more stocks were advancing than declining, the volume of the declining stocks 
was still higher. 

 Confirmation of Early Weakness: The early negative values in the ADD chart confirm the initial 
weakness and selling pressure observed in the SPX and VOLD charts. 

 Confirmation of Breakout: The rapid shift to positive values confirms the strong breakout around 14:45. 

 Confirmation of late weakness: the pullback on the ADD chart confirms the late weakness shown on the 
SPX chart. 

 

 



 
 

Interpretation and Potential Implications: 

 Strong Bullish Momentum: The rapid shift to positive values around 14:45 indicates strong bullish 
momentum and broad market participation. 

 Confirmation of Trend Change: The ADD chart confirms the trend change observed in the SPX chart. 

 Possible Underlying Strength: The positive ADD values, despite the negative VOLD, suggest that while 
the volume might have been skewed towards decliners, the sheer number of advancing stocks indicated 
underlying strength. 

 Late Day Caution: The late day pullback suggests some caution, aligning with the consolidation 
observed in the SPX chart. 

In summary, the ADD chart generally confirms the trends observed in the SPX chart, with a clear indication of a 
strong bullish momentum shift around 14:45. However, the divergence with the VOLD chart highlights the 
importance of considering both price action and volume breadth for a complete market picture. 

TICK Chart Analysis: 

 Overall Volatility: The TICK chart shows significant volatility throughout the trading day, with swings 
from negative to positive values. 

 Early Negative Values: The chart starts with negative TICK values, indicating selling pressure and a 
larger number of stocks on downticks. 

 Sharp Move to Positive: Around 14:45, there's a sharp move to positive TICK values, aligning with the 
breakout observed in the SPX and ADD charts. 

 Fluctuations Around Zero: For most of the trading day after the breakout, the TICK values fluctuate 
around zero, indicating periods of buying and selling pressure. 

 Late Day Negative Values: Towards the end of the day, the TICK values turn negative again, aligning 
with the late day weakness seen in the other charts. 

 Average TICK (Yellow Line): The average TICK line reflects the overall trend of the TICK values, 
smoothing out the volatility. It shows the same general pattern: early negative, sharp move to positive, 
fluctuations around zero, and late negative. 

Relationship to Previous Charts: 

 Confirmation of Early Weakness: The early negative TICK values confirm the initial weakness observed 
in the SPX, VOLD, and ADD charts. 

 Confirmation of Breakout: The sharp move to positive TICK values around 14:45 confirms the breakout 
seen in the SPX and ADD charts. 

 Volatility: The TICK chart highlights the intraday volatility, which might not be as apparent in the other 
charts. 

 Confirmation of Late Weakness: The late day negative TICK values confirm the late day weakness seen 
in the other charts. 

 Alignment with ADD: The TICK chart is very similar to the ADD chart, as they both measure market 
breadth. 

Interpretation and Potential Implications: 

 Intraday Sentiment: The TICK chart provides insights into intraday sentiment, showing periods of 
strong buying and selling pressure. 

 Confirmation of Key Levels: The sharp move to positive values around 14:45 confirms the significance of 
this level as a turning point in the market. 

 Volatility and Risk: The high volatility of the TICK chart suggests a potentially risky trading 
environment. 



 
 

 Short-Term Trading: The TICK chart is often used by short-term traders to identify potential entry and 
exit points. 

In summary, the TICK chart provides a high-frequency view of market breadth and sentiment, confirming the 
trends observed in the other charts and highlighting the intraday volatility. 

Let's analyze the 5-minute ATR (Average True Range) chart. 

5-Minute ATR Chart Analysis: 

 Early High Volatility: The chart starts with relatively high ATR values, indicating higher volatility in the 
early part of the trading day. 

 Decreasing Volatility: From approximately 15:15 onwards, the ATR chart shows a clear downward 
trend, indicating a decrease in volatility. 

 Late Low Volatility: The ATR reaches its lowest point towards the end of the trading day, indicating 
significantly reduced volatility. 

Relationship to Previous Charts: 

 Early Volatility Confirmation: The early high ATR values align with the initial volatility observed in the 
SPX and TICK charts. 

 Volatility Reduction: The decreasing ATR corresponds to the consolidation and possible reversal seen in 
the SPX chart, as well as the narrowing Bollinger Bands. Reduced volatility is typical during 
consolidation periods. 

 Trend Confirmation: The reduction in volatility confirms the weakening of the uptrend that was 
observed earlier. 

 Potential Reversal Confirmation: A decrease in volatility can precede a trend reversal. 

Interpretation and Potential Implications: 

 Risk Management: The ATR provides valuable information for risk management, allowing traders to 
adjust stop-loss orders and position sizes based on current volatility levels. 

 Trend Strength: The decreasing ATR indicates a weakening of the prevailing trend, suggesting that the 
earlier uptrend may be losing momentum. 

 Trading Decisions: Traders might consider reducing their position size or tightening their stop-loss 
orders as volatility decreases. 

 Potential Breakout/Breakdown: While reduced volatility often signals consolidation, it can also precede 
a breakout or breakdown. A sharp increase in ATR after a period of low volatility could indicate a 
significant price move. 

In summary, the 5-minute ATR chart shows a clear decrease in volatility throughout the trading day, which 
aligns with the consolidation and possible reversal observed in the other charts. This indicates a potential 
weakening of the earlier uptrend and suggests that traders should be cautious. 

Let's analyze the VIX chart, which represents the Cboe Volatility Index. 

VIX Chart Analysis: 

 Early Low Volatility (Relatively): The chart starts with relatively low VIX values, indicating a period of 
lower expected volatility in the S&P 500. 

 Mid-Day Increase in VIX: Around 8:00-9:00, there's a significant spike in the VIX, indicating a sharp 
increase in expected volatility. 



 
 

 Sharp Decline in VIX: Following the spike, the VIX experiences a rapid decline, returning to lower levels. 

 Late Day Stability: The VIX remains relatively stable at lower levels for the rest of the trading day. 

Relationship to Previous Charts: 

 Early Correlation with SPX: The early low VIX values correlate with the initial consolidation/slight 
downtrend in the SPX chart. Low VIX often occurs during periods of market stability or slow declines. 

 Spike During Breakout: The spike in VIX around 8:00-9:00 does not directly align with the breakout we 
observed around 14:45 in the SPX. This is a potential divergence. 

 Decline During SPX Uptrend: The decline in VIX aligns with the SPX's uptrend. Typically, the VIX 
decreases as the S&P 500 rises. 

 Late Day Correlation: The stable VIX towards the end of the day aligns with the consolidation/possible 
reversal in the SPX, as well as the reduced volatility observed in the ATR chart. 

Interpretation and Potential Implications: 

 Market Fear: The spike in VIX indicates a sudden increase in market fear and uncertainty. This could be 
due to unexpected news or events. 

 Divergence: The divergence between the VIX spike and the SPX breakout suggests that the VIX spike 
might have been a short-lived reaction to specific news or events, rather than a reflection of a broader 
market trend. 

 Confirmation of Trend: The VIX's decline during the SPX uptrend confirms the bullish sentiment and 
reduced market fear. 

 Risk Management: The VIX provides valuable information for risk management, allowing traders to 
gauge market volatility and adjust their positions accordingly. 

 Potential for Reversal: A sudden increase in VIX after a period of low volatility could indicate a potential 
market reversal. 

In summary, the VIX chart shows a spike in market fear in the morning, followed by a decline and stabilization. 
The VIX's behavior generally aligns with the trends observed in the SPX chart, but the spike represents a 
divergence that needs to be considered. 

Overall Trading Day Analysis (Summarizing all Charts): 

 Early Weakness: The trading day started with some weakness and selling pressure, as indicated by the 
negative VOLD ratio, negative ADD and TICK values, and slight downtrend/consolidation in the SPX. 

 Strong Bullish Breakout: Around 14:45, a strong bullish breakout occurred, as evidenced by the rapid 
shift to positive values in the ADD and TICK charts, the SPX's move above key levels, and the 
improvement in the VOLD ratio. 

 Uptrend with Divergence: The SPX continued its uptrend, but the VOLD ratio remained mostly 
negative, suggesting that the uptrend might have been driven by a narrower segment of the market. 

 Late Day Consolidation and Weakness: Towards the end of the day, the SPX showed signs of 
consolidation and possible reversal, accompanied by declining ATR values, negative TICK values, and a 
pullback in the ADD chart. 

 VIX Spike Divergence: The VIX chart showed a spike in the morning that did not directly align with the 
SPX breakout, highlighting the importance of considering other market factors. 

This analysis provides a comprehensive overview of the trading day's trends and potential implications, based on 
the six charts provided. 

 



 
 

Comparison of the 90 minute analysis with the end of day analysis 

Okay, I've reviewed the analysis of the trading day after 90 minutes. Here's an assessment of how well that early 
analysis aligned with the final outcome of the day, based on my analysis of the charts: 

Overall Assessment: 

The 90-minute analysis captured the key turning point of the day but had some limitations in predicting the full 
extent of the subsequent price action and the late-day weakness. 

Here's a breakdown of the alignment: 

 SPX Chart Analysis:  
o The 90-minute analysis correctly identified the upward trend from around 14:45. 
o It noted the pullback around 15:40 and presented possible scenarios. 
o The analysis accurately pointed out the increasing volatility. 
o It also correctly identified the significance of the VWAP. 
o However, it didn't fully anticipate the strength of the uptrend between 14:45 and 15:40 or the 

extent of the late-day pullback. 

 NYSE VOLD Ratio Chart Analysis:  
o The 90-minute analysis accurately highlighted the predominantly negative values, indicating 

more volume in declining stocks. 
o It also correctly pointed out the improvement in the VOLD ratio towards the end of the chart. 
o The analysis correctly interpreted the conflicting signals and the potential bullish reversal. 
o However, the analysis didn't fully capture the extent of the negative VOLD ratio in the earlier 

part of the day. 

 ADD Chart Analysis:  
o The 90-minute analysis correctly identified the initial negative ADD values. 
o It also accurately pointed out the significant improvement in ADD values after 14:50. 
o The analysis correctly interpreted the positive ADD value and its bullish signal. 
o It also gave a cautionary note about the momentum slowing. 
o However, it did not predict the late day pullback. 

 TICK Chart Analysis:  
o The 90-minute analysis accurately described the volatility of the TICK chart. 
o It correctly identified the positive and negative TICK spikes and their correlation with SPX 

movements. 
o The analysis also correctly pointed out the upward trend of the average TICK. 
o It also noted the recent negative turn, which aligns with the actual outcome. 
o The analysis correctly gave a cautionary note on relying solely on short-term indicators. 

 5-Minute ATR Chart Analysis:  
o The 90-minute analysis accurately identified the initial high volatility and the decreasing 

volatility trend. 
o The analysis correctly interpreted the reduced risk and the potential for range-bound trading. 
o It also correctly mentioned the potential for a breakout. 
o However, it didn't fully anticipate the sustained period of low volatility towards the end of the 

day. 

 VIX Chart Analysis:  
o The 90-minute analysis accurately captured the initial low VIX and the sharp VIX spike. 
o It also correctly identified the rapid VIX decline and the current low VIX. 
o The analysis correctly gave a cautionary note about potential complacency and the possibility 

of a pullback. 

 



 
 

Areas Where the 90-Minute Analysis Could Have Been More Precise: 

 Magnitude of Trends: While the 90-minute analysis correctly identified the direction of trends, it could 
have been more precise in predicting the magnitude and duration of the SPX's uptrend and the 
subsequent pullback. 

 Late-Day Weakness: The analysis hinted at a potential pullback, but it could have emphasized the 
increasing signs of late-day weakness with more conviction. 

Overall, the 90-minute analysis provided a solid foundation for understanding the market's direction at that point 
in the trading day. It correctly identified the shift in momentum and the conflicting signals from different 
indicators. However, like any early analysis, it had limitations in predicting the full extent of the day's price 
action. 

The archive of Trading Days Evaluations 
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Disclaimer 
 

This presentation and the information contained herein are for educational and informational purposes only and do not constitute, and 

should not be construed as, an offer to sell, or a solicitation of an offer to buy, any securities or related financial instruments. Responses to 

any inquiry that may involve the rendering of personalized investment advice or effecting or attempting to effect transactions in securities 

will not be made absent compliance with applicable laws or regulations (including broker dealer, investment adviser, or applicable agent or 

representative registration requirements) or applicable exemptions or exclusions therefrom. The Value Firm® makes no representation, and 

it should not be assumed, that past investment performance is an indication of future results. Moreover, wherever there is the potential for 

profit, there is also the possibility of loss. Everybody makes mistakes now and then. If you find any, let me know: peter@thevaluefirm.com. 

While the information provided is generally considered accurate, it's important to acknowledge that much of it is AI-generated and may 

contain inaccuracies. Always do your own research! 

 

https://thevaluefirm.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/26032025-Trading-Day-Evaluation.pdf
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